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%ØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ 3ÕÍÍÁÒÙ  
Organizational Placement & Mission of the Office of Highway Safety  
and Justice Programs 
The Office of Highway Safety and Justice Programs (OHSJP), a division of the South Carolina 

Department of Public Safety (SCDPS), is responsible for carrying out activities related to the ad-

ministration of an effective highway safety program. This is accomplished by developing programs 

and other activities throughout South Carolina. Utilizing evidence-based performance measures 

and strategies, the impact goal of the OHSJP is to help reduce traffic collisions, injuries, and fatal-

ities through the various programs that are spearheaded, coordinated, and/or implemented by this 

office. Collision statistics collected by the OHSJP are used to determine our progress in meeting 

this goal. The OHSJP is recognized internally and externally as a division of SCDPS that is dedi-

cated to informing the public about highway safety issues through educational and public outreach 

campaigns; administering federally-funded grants to address highway safety issues; serving as a 

custodian of statewide collision statistics; and acting as a coordinator of highway safety activities 

throughout the state. The mission of the OHSJP is to develop comprehensive strategies aimed at 

reducing the number and severity of traffic collisions on the state's streets and highways. 

 

Major Functions of OHSJP: 
 
- Serves as the State Highway Safety Office for South Carolina;   
 

- Administers $5 - $10 million in highway safety grant funds from our federal partner, the 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA); 
 

- Houses the Statistical Analysis and Research Section (SARS) for the agency which con-

ducts statistical research and analysis to determine the specific causes, locations, and other 

information regarding traffic collisions. This information is used to determine where best 

to allocate our grant funds and focus our enforcement/educational efforts; 
 

- Coordinates statewide highway safety enforcement and public information and education 

campaigns (e.g., Sober or Slammer!, Buckle Up, South Carolina. Itôs the law and itôs en-

forced., which correspond respectively to the national Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over and 

Click it or Ticket campaigns). Coordination includes garnering law enforcement support 

for these campaigns, conducting statewide press events, producing TV/radio/print ads to 

support the stepped-up enforcement efforts, etc.; 
 

- Supports the SC Law Enforcement Network (SCLEN) system. The SCLEN is comprised 

of 16 separate networks (based on judicial circuit), each of which meets regularly to share 

and disseminate traffic safety information, coordinates joint traffic enforcement and media 

efforts, identifies and provides training for network members, and participates in statewide 

enforcement mobilization efforts; 

 

- Participates with appropriate state and federal partners in the development and implemen-

tation of the SC Strategic Highway Safety Plan. 
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Other Special Projects, Events, and Activities Coordinated by OHSJP: 

 

- Annual Memorial Service for Highway Fatality Victims     

- Law Enforcement Target Zero Challenge  

- DUI Enforcement Recognition/Law Enforcement Target Zero Challenge Ceremony 

- South Carolina Collision and Ticket Tracking System (SCCATTS)     
- Child Passenger Safety Week   

 

The OHSJP also spearheads three statewide committees that have been established to address ma-

jor issues in highway safety: the Impaired Driving Prevention Council, the Motorcycle Safety Task 

Force, and the Traffic Records Coordinating Committee. The OHSJP is divided into the following 

primary sections: Business Management; Criminal Justice Grant  Programs; Highway Safety 

Grants Administration;  Juvenile Justice Grant Programs; Law Enforcement Support Ser-

vices; Public Affairs ; School Resource Officer Program; Statistical Analysis and Research; 

and the SC Law Enforcement Officers Hall of Fame.    
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)ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ 
Statistical Summary 

 

South Carolina experienced an increase in traffic fatalities from 2016 to 2020 when compared to 

the number of fatalities that occurred from 2011-2015. According to the Statistical Analysis and 

Research Section (SARS) of the OHSJP, this five year period had three spikes in traffic fatalities.  

The first was in 2016 with a total of 1,020 traffic fatalities, an increase of 41 traffic fatalities from 

2015.  The second was in 2018 with a total of 1,036 traffic fatalities, an increase of 47 traffic 

fatalities from 2017. The third was in 2020 with a preliminary total of 1,064 traffic fatalities, an 

increase of 58 traffic fatalities from 2019.  Despite the dip in 2017, traffic fatalities are trending 

upwards overall, and current 2021 trends show a higher traffic fatality number than 2020. 

 

South Carolina Traffic Fatalities  

 
Note: The number of total fatalities is provided by FARS 2011-2019 Final File, and 2020 ARF. 

 

Despite the increase in traffic fatalities over the past five years, South Carolinaôs mileage death 

rate (MDR) has indicated a decreasing trend from 1.89 in 2015 to 1.74 in 2019 with spikes in 2018 

and 2020 (1.82 & 1.98). Despite the rise in the number of traffic fatalities in 2016, the MDR for 

2016 was one percent lower than the 2015 MDR and the decrease continued in 2017.  The lowest 

MDR in the history of South Carolina occurred in 2013 with an MDR of 1.57, and South Carolinaôs 

2015 MDR was the highest in the nation.  

 

South Carolina Mileage Death Rate 

 
Note: The MDR is provided by FARS 2011-2019 Final File and 2020 state data. 
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According to NHTSA, the number of alcohol-impaired driving fatalities (a driver with a BAC of 

.08 or more involved in the collision) was 339 in 2013, accounting for 44.2% of the total number 

of traffic fatalities that year. This was the highest percentage of alcohol-impaired driving fatalities 

in South Carolina during the 10 year span (2011-2020). Despite the high percentage of impaired 

driving traffic fatalities when compared to the total number of traffic fatalities in 2013, this year 

marked the beginning of a three year downward trend in the number of alcohol-impaired driving 

traffic fatalities. The downward trend ended in 2016 with a spike of 343. The following year, in 

2017, NHTSAôs Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS) Annual Report File (ARF) indicated 

305 fatalities involving an alcohol-impaired driver, which is a decrease of 11.1% from 2016. The 

percentage of alcohol-impaired driving fatalities reached its lowest in the past 10 years in 2019, 

with 27.4% of total traffic fatalities, and the 2020 percentage of 29.6% is the third lowest.  

 

South Carolina Alcohol-Impaired Driving Fatalities  

 

 
Note: The number of alcohol-impaired driving traffic fatalities and of total fatalities is provided by FARS: 2011-2019 Final File and 2020 ARF.   

 

South Carolina experienced the lowest percentage of speeding-related fatalities in 2011. Since the 

2011 low of 33.6% (278 out of the 828 traffic fatalities), speeding-related fatalities have increased 

considerably. Preliminary FARS figures for 2020 indicate the percentage of speeding-related fa-

talities is 46.4%, which is the highest in 10 years (2011-2020).  

 

South Carolina Speeding-Related Fatalities 

 
Note: The number of speeding-related traffic fatalities and total fatalities is provided by FARS 2011-2019 Final File and 2020 ARF.  



 

7 

 

In South Carolina, passenger vehicle occupant fatalities constitute the largest proportion of traffic 

fatalities in the state. NHTSA defines passenger vehicle occupants as drivers, passengers, and ñun-

known occupant typeò of passenger cars, sports utility vehicles (SUVs), pickup trucks, vans, and 

other light trucks. The upward rise in the number of traffic fatalities from 767 in 2013 is mirrored 

in the number of passenger vehicle occupant fatalities, with the number increasing steadily from 

2013 until the observed decrease in 2019. This upward trend has continued every year since 2013, 

excluding the observed decrease in 2019.    

 

South Carolina Passenger Vehicle Occupant Fatalities 

(All Seat Positions) 

 
Note: The number of passenger vehicle occupant traffic fatalities (all seat positions) with restraint usage totals is provided by FARS 2011-2019 
Final File and 2020 ARF. 

 

A major factor contributing to the passenger vehicle occupant fatalities is restraint usage.  More 

than half of all passenger vehicle occupant fatalities, where restraint usage was known, were un-

restrained from 2011 to 2020.  The highest percentage of unrestrained passenger vehicle occupant 

fatalities, where restraint was known, occurred in 2008 at 65.7% (412 out of 627).  In the last ten 

years, the lowest percentage (50.6%) occurred in 2013.   
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Motorcyclist fatalities decreased by 22% to 145 in 2017 from 186 in 2016. This downward trend 

continued through 2020 with a slight spike in 2019.  The motorcyclist figures include moped rider 

data to be consistent with FARS reporting.  

 

South Carolina Motorcyclist Fatalities 
 

 
Note: The number of motorcyclist fatalities is provided by FARS 2011-2019 Final File and 2020 ARF.  FARS motorcyclist fatalities include moped 
riders.   
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A major factor contributing to motorcyclist fatalities is helmet use. More than half of all motorcy-

clist fatalities were considered ñunhelmetedò from 2011 to 2020.  The highest percentage of un-

helmeted motorcyclist fatalities occurred in 2014 at 79.3%.  The lowest percentage from the last 

ten years occurred in 2020 at 67.2%.  South Carolinaôs helmet law only requires motorcyclists 

(operators and passengers) to wear a helmet if they are under the age of 21.   

South Carolina Motorcyclist Fatalities Helmet Usage 
 

 
Note: The number of motorcyclist fatalities (helmeted, unhelmeted, and unknown) is provided by FARS 2011-2019 Final File and 2020 ARF.  South 
/ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƘŜƭƳŜǘ ƭŀǿ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ нм ƛǎ Ǌequired to wear a helmet (Section 56-5-3660).  FARS 
motorcyclist fatalities include moped riders.  
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South Carolinaôs bicyclist fatalities had three spikes in the past ten years.  The first occurred in 

2016, with 25 bicyclist fatalities.  This was an increase of nine bicyclist fatalities from 2015.  The 

second occurred in 2018, with 23 bicyclist fatalities.  This was an increase of six bicyclist fatalities 

from 2017.  The third and highest occurred in 2019, with 26 bicyclist fatalities.  This was an in-

crease of three bicyclist fatalities from 2018. The 2020 figure, 14, represents a decrease of 46% 

when compared to 2019.  

 

South Carolina Bicyclist Fatalities 

 

 
Note: The number of bicyclist fatalities is provided FARS 2011-2019 Final File and 2020 ARF. 

 

In 2011, South Carolina experienced 113 pedestrian traffic fatalities.  Since 2013, pedestrian traf-

fic fatalities have been on the rise.  In 2020, South Carolina experienced an increase of 14.7% 

when compared to 2019.  The increase in 2020 resulted in an overall increase in pedestrian traf-

fic fatalities of 87.0% from 2013 to 2020.  

 

South Carolina Pedestrian Traffic Fatalities 

 
Note: The number of pedestrian fatalities is provided by FARS 2011-2019 Final File and 2020 ARF 
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Statewide Performance Targets  and Results 
Listed in the table below are South Carolinaôs Highway Safety Performance Measures which were established in the 2021 Highway 

Safety Plan and are consistent with the performance measures developed by USDOT in collaboration with the Governorôs Highway 

Safety Association (GHSA). The table contains data points used to determine appropriate targets for success outlined in the Plan docu-

ment. Data-driven targets for each performance measure have been established and placed in the appropriate corresponding program 

area within the Annual Report document. 

Performance Measures Results 
Traffic  fatalities will increase by 3.7% from a five year base-

line moving average of 969 in 2014-2018 to a five year moving 

average of 1,005 for 2017-2021. 

 

Goal Not Met:    Based on current projections, the state is not 

expected to meet its 2017-2021 average fatality goal of 1,005.  

The OHSJP will examine 2021 data to determine which adjust-

ments are needed in South Carolinaôs upcoming Highway Safety 

Plan Performance Targets. 

To decrease serious traffic injuries by 0.5% from the 2014-

2018 baseline average of 2,965 to 2,950 for 2017-2021. 

Goal Met:  Based on current projections, the state is expected to 

meet its 2017-2021 average serious traffic injuries goal of 2,950.   

To decrease traffic fatalities/VMT by 2.2% from a five year 

baseline moving average of 1.80 in 2014-2018 to a five year 

moving average of 1.76 for 2017-2021. 

Goal Not Met:   Based on current projections, the state is not ex-

pected to meet its 2017-2021 average fatality goal of 1.76.  The 

OHSJP will examine 2021 data to determine which adjustments 

are needed in South Carolinaôs upcoming Highway Safety Plan 

Performance Targets. 

To decrease traffic fatalities/VMT (Rural) by 0.4% from the 

2014-2018 baseline average of 2.54 to 2.53 by December 31, 

2021. 

This statistical information is currently unavailable via the online 

reporting of NHTSA/FARS data; the state has no projections at 

this time. 

To decrease traffic fatalities/VMT (Urban) by 0.8% from the 

2014-2018 baseline average of 1.19 to 1.18 by December 31, 

2021. 

This statistical information is currently unavailable via the online 

reporting of NHTSA/FARS data; the state has no projections at 

this time. 

To decrease unrestrained motor vehicle occupant fatalities 

by 0.3% from the 2014-2018 baseline average of 307 to 306 

by December 31, 2021. 

Goal Not Met:   Based on current projections, the state is not 

expected to meet its 2021 unrestrained motor vehicle occupant 

fatalities goal of 306. The OHSJP will examine 2021 data to de-

termine which adjustments are needed in South Carolinaôs up-

coming Highway Safety Plan Performance Targets.  
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To decrease alcohol-impaired driving fatali ties by 0.3% from 

the 2014-2018 baseline average of 315 to 314 by December 

31, 2021. 

Goal Not Met: Based on current projections, the state is not ex-

pected to meet its 2021 alcohol-impaired driving fatalities goal of 

314.  The OHSJP will examine 2021 data to determine which ad-

justments are needed in South Carolinaôs upcoming Highway 

Safety Plan Performance Targets.  

To decrease speeding-related traffic fatalities by 0.3% from 

the 2014-2018 baseline average of 386 to 385 by December 

31, 2021. 

Goal Not Met: Based on current projections, the state is not ex-

pected to meet its 2021 speeding-related fatalities goal of 385. The 

OHSJP will examine 2021 data to determine which adjustments 

are needed in South Carolinaôs upcoming Highway Safety Plan 

Performance Targets.  

To decrease motorcyclist fatalities by 0.6% from the 2014-

2018 baseline average of 156 to 155 by December 31, 2021. 

 

Goal Not Met: Based on current projections, the state is not ex-

pected to meet its 2021 motorcyclist fatalities goal of 155. The 

OHSJP will examine 2021 data to determine which adjustments 

are needed in South Carolinaôs upcoming Highway Safety Plan 

Performance Targets. 

To decrease unhelmeted motorcyclist fatalities by 0.9% from 

the 2014-2018 baseline average of 112 to 111 by December 31, 

2021. 

Goal Not Met: Based on current projections, the state is not ex-

pected to meet its 2021 un-helmeted motorcyclist fatalities goal 

of 111.  The OHSJP will examine 2021 data to determine which 

adjustments are needed in South Carolinaôs upcoming Highway 

Safety Plan Performance Targets. 

To decrease the number of drivers age 20 and under in-

volved in fatal crashes by 0.8% from the 2014-2018 baseline 

average of 121 to 120 by December 31, 2021. 

Goal Not Met: Based on current projections, the state is not ex-

pected to meet its 2021 drivers age 20 and under involved in fatal 

crashes goal of 120. The OHSJP will examine 2021 data to deter-

mine which adjustments are needed in South Carolinaôs upcoming 

Highway Safety Plan Performance Targets. 

To decrease pedestrian traffic fatalities by 0.7% from the 

2014-2018 baseline average of 139 to 138 by December 31, 

2021. 

Goal Not Met: Based on current projections, the state is not ex-

pected to meet its 2021 pedestrian traffic fatalities goal of 138. 

The OHSJP will examine 2021 data to determine which adjust-

ments are needed in South Carolinaôs upcoming Highway Safety 

Plan Performance Targets.  

To decrease bicyclist traffic fatalities by 5.3% from the 2014-

2018 baseline average of 19 to 18 by December 31, 2021. 

Goal Met:   Based on current projections, the state is expected to 

meet its 2021 bicyclist traffic fatalities goal of 18. 
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Annual Activity Performance Measures Tracker 

Seatbelt Citations 2016: 147,422 

2017: 126,541 

2018: 123,659 

2019: 125,909 

2020: 52,050 
Impaired Driving 

Arrests 
2016: 20,148 

2017: 18,678 

2018: 20,832 

2019: 20,164 

2020: 14,872 

Number of Speeding 

Citations 
2016: 366,876 

2017: 352,000 

2018: 327,614 

2019: 330,174 

2020: 222,647 

To decrease moped traffic fatalities by 2.9% from the 2014-

2018 baseline average of 35 to 34 by December 31, 2021. 

Goal Met:   Based on current projections, the state is expected 

to meet its 2021 moped traffic fatalities goal of 34. 

To increase observed seatbelt usage rate by 0.1 percentage 

points from the 2014-2018 baseline average of 91.5% to 

91.6% by December 31, 2021. 

Goal Not Met:  Based on current projections, the state is not ex-

pected to meet its 2021 observed seatbelt usage rate goal of 

91.6%. 
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&ÅÄÅÒÁÌ 'ÒÁÎÔ 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ ÂÙ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ !ÒÅÁ 

0ÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ !ÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ !ÒÅÁ  
 

Primary activities of Program Administration include: 
 

Administration: Includes preparation of the Highway Safety Plan and distribution and administra-

tion of federal funds to state, local, and private agencies. 

 

Problem Identification: Includes identification of actual and potential traffic safety hazards and 

effective countermeasures. 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation: Includes monitoring and evaluation of approved highway safety pro-

jects, as well as other highway safety initiatives conducted through other sources of funding, and 

the preparation of an annual evaluation of the Highway Safety Plan. 

 

Public Information and Education: Includes development and coordination of numerous public 

awareness activities with particular emphasis on impaired driving, occupant protection, speed re-

duction, and other similar efforts. 
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Planning and Administration Program Overview 

 
Planning and Administration Program Goals: 

 
1. Traffic fatalities will increase by 3.7% from a five year baseline moving average of 969 

in 2014-2018 to a five year moving average of 1,005 for 2017-2021. 
 

 
 

The Statistical Analysis and Research Section (SARS) of the OHSJP predicts that South Carolina 

will experience a five year average number of 1,043 traffic fatalities by December 31, 2021.  Based 

on current projections, the state is not expected to meet its 2017-2021 average fatality goal of 

1,005. Because performance target C-1 was not met, the state will adjust its upcoming FFY 2023 

HSP and begin implementing strategies in FFY 2022 to better meet this performance target.  

 

In March 2021, the SC Highway Patrol implemented an Area Coordinated Enforcement (ACE) 

strategy. The strategy focuses enforcement efforts in high-collision corridors in each county of the 

state in order to reduce fatal and serious injury collisions. High-collision location data was shared 

with FFY 2021 enforcement subgrantees as requested, and this data will be shared with all en-

forcement subgrantees in order to emphasize the importance of directing law enforcement activity 

in the locations in which alcohol-impaired fatal and serious injury collisions are occurring.  

 

Resources, which included best practices, were provided for all new FFY 2022 subgrantees to 

assist them in the implementation of their programs; enhanced monitoring efforts will be utilized 

2019 = 1006

Figure C-1: South Carolina Total Traffic Fatalities
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in FFY 2022, and the state will share the FFY 2021 Annual Report and approval letter with sub-

grantees. In addition, the OHSJP will continue to utilize the recommendations included in the 2019 

Occupant Protection and Impaired Driving Program Assessments to enhance and develop projects 

for FFY 2023. Final data from CY 2021 will be examined and existing efforts will be taken into 

appropriate consideration as the FFY 2023 performance targets are developed.   

 

 

2. To decrease serious traffic injuries by 0.5% from the 2014-2018 baseline average of 

2,965 to 2,950 for 2017-2021. 

 

 
 

The OHSJP projects that the 2017-2021 average number of serious traffic injuries will be 2,865. 

Based on current projections, the state is expected to meet its 2017-2021 average serious traffic injuries 

goal of 2,950.   

 

 

 

  

2013-2017 Average =  3089 2017 = 2851

2014-2018 Average =  2965 2018 = 2642

2015-2019 Average =  2974 2019 = 3237

2016-2020 Est. Average =  2877

2017-2021 Est. Average =  2865

2020 = 2606 (State Data)

2021 = 2990 (SARS Prediction)

 5 Year Moving Average with Trend Analysis

Logarithmic Projection = 2014 = 3189

 -253.1ln(11) + 3604.5 = 2,998 2015 = 3092

2016 = 3049

Figure C-2: South Carolina Serious Traffic Injuries

3
,5

5
8

3
,4

1
7

3
,3

6
7

3
,3

1
5

3
,2

4
1

3
,1

9
9

3
,0

8
9

2
,9

6
5

y = -253.1ln(x) + 3604.5

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

4000

2,500

3,000

3,500

4,000

4,500
C-2 Serious Traffic Injuries



 

17 

 

3. Traffic fatalities/VMT will increase by 2.2% from a five year baseline moving average of 

1.80 in 2014-2018 to a five year moving average of 1.76 for 2017-2021. 

 

 

The Statistical Analysis and Research Section (SARS) of the OHSJP predicts that South Carolina 

will experience a five year average number of 1.83 traffic fatalities/VMT by December 31, 2021.  

Based on current projections, the state is not expected to meet its 2017-2021 average fatality goal 

of 1.76. Because performance target C-3 was not met, the state will adjust its upcoming FFY 2023 

HSP and begin implementing strategies in FFY 2022 to better meet this performance target.  

 

In March 2021, the SC Highway Patrol implemented an Area Coordinated Enforcement (ACE) 

strategy. The strategy focuses enforcement efforts in high-collision corridors in each county of the 

state in order to reduce fatal and serious injury collisions. High-collision location data was shared 

with FFY 2021 enforcement subgrantees as requested, and this data will be shared with all en-

forcement subgrantees in order to emphasize the importance of directing law enforcement activity 

in the locations in which alcohol-impaired fatal and serious injury collisions are occurring.  

 

Resources, which included best practices, were provided for all new FFY 2022 subgrantees to 

assist them in the implementation of their programs; enhanced monitoring efforts will be utilized 

in FFY 2022, and the state will share the FFY 2021 Annual Report and approval letter with sub-

grantees. In addition, the OHSJP will continue to utilize the recommendations included in the 2019 

Occupant Protection and Impaired Driving Program Assessments to enhance and develop projects 

for FFY 2023. Final data from CY 2021 will be examined and existing efforts will be taken into 

appropriate consideration as the FFY 2023 performance targets are developed.   

  

Estimated Fatality Reduction: 1.75% annually for 2020-2021 2015 = 1.89

2016 = 1.87

2013-2017 Average =  1.75 2017 = 1.78

2014-2018 Average =  1.8 2018 = 1.82

2015-2019 Average =  1.82 2019 = 1.74

2016-2020 Est. Average =  1.84

2017-2021 Est. Average =  1.83

2020 = 1.98 (State Data)

2021 = 1.84 (SARS Prediction)

SCDOT VMT Estimated Growth: 2% annually for 2020-2021 2014 = 1.65

Figure C-3: South Carolina Traffic Fatalities/VMT
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4. To decrease traffic fatalities/VMT (Rural) by 0.4% from the 2014-2018 baseline average 

of 2.54 to 2.53 by December 31, 2021. 

 

 
 

South Carolina statistical information for Goal C-3R, as outlined above in Figure C-3R, is not 

currently available for the Annual Report. 
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Figure C-3R: South Carolina Traffic Fatalities/VMT(Rural)
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5. To decrease traffic fatalities/VMT (Urban) by 0.8% from the 2014-2018 baseline average 

of 1.19 to 1.18 by December 31, 2021. 

 

 

South Carolina statistical information for Goal C-3U, as outlined above in Figure C-3U, is not 

currently available for the Annual Report. 

  










































































































































































































































